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1120 Connecticut Avenue, NW     Suite 312    Washington, DC 20036    (202) 223-2532    www.chn.org
 
January 13, 2015
 
Dear Representative:
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Coalition on Human Needs (CHN) strongly opposes the harsh and sweeping anti-immigrant amendments that have been attached to the Department of Homeland Security appropriations bill (H.R. 240) and urges you to vote no on all those amendments.  
 
Made up of more than 100 national organizations including faith-based groups, service providers, civil rights, labor, and policy experts, with many thousands in our networks nationwide, CHN strongly supports policies to prevent the break-up of immigrant families, to protect workers and their families from unfair treatment, and to provide opportunities for immigrants to be truly integrated into our communities and economic life.  
 
Our nation gains when the young people benefiting from the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program can attend school and seek employment without fear of deportation.  The Blackburn Amendment (#2) would eliminate DACA, a terrible backwards step we strongly urge you to oppose.
 
The Aderholt/Mulvaney/Barletta amendment (#1) and DeSantis/Roby amendment (#3) included in the Rules package would prohibit ICE from exercising discretion in its enforcement proceedings, and would have a profoundly anti-family impact. They run counter to many actions, including some by Presidents Reagan and G.H.W. Bush, to help families with immigrants stay together.  The amendments go beyond the current executive actions and would roll back existing protections for victims of abuse, military spouses, and others. We need to fix our broken immigration system, and helping workers to be able to raise their children should be a central goal.  All the amendments in H.R. 240 move in precisely the wrong direction.    
 
These provisions hurt immigrants, and we oppose them on that basis, but they also hurt all American workers.  Millions of workers left in fear and subject to unfair labor practices depress wages throughout the workforce.  
 
Please reject these extreme and sweeping anti-immigrant amendments and vote against H.R. 240 if its final form includes them.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions (202-223-2532 x111; dweinstein@chn.org). 
 
Sincerely yours,
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Deborah Weinstein
Executive Director
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