May 19, 2014

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Member of Congress:

On behalf of the Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM), which represents more than 900 manufacturers of construction, agricultural, forestry, utility and mining equipment, I urge you to support H.R. 2353 (The Highway and Transportation Funding Act of 2015) when it comes up for a vote on the House floor.

This legislation would extend federal authority for the Highway Trust Fund through the end of July, matching authority for the trust fund with the point at which its funds are projected to reach exhaustion. We support this patch patch because it would prevent a critical interruption of highway investments at the height of the summer construction season.

However, on behalf of equipment manufacturers, I want to also express my dismay that Congress has already begun to discuss another short-term extension at the conclusion of July &ndash; before the House has even taken action on H.R. 2353. To be clear, a long-term highway bill is critical to the interests of manufacturers, and another short-term extension would only continue to deprive states of the certainty they need to make needed repairs and execute major capital investment projects.

For those reasons, I encourage you to make this current highway extension meaningful. To start, the Ways and Means Committee should convene a hearing on highway financing without delay. We look forward to members of Congress from both parties putting forward constructive proposals to ensure America&rsquo;s infrastructure is adequately maintained.

Sincerely,

Dennis Slater
President
Association of Equipment Manufacturers









[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Representatives:
The National Association of Manufacturers (NAM), the largest manufacturing association in the United States representing manufacturers in every industrial sector and in all 50 states, urges you to support H.R. 2353, the Highway and Transportation Funding Act of 2015 introduced by Rep. Bill Shuster (R-PA) and Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI).

Modern and reliable infrastructure is critically important to the American manufacturing industry's ability to thrive and compete in the global economy. Unfortunately, an aging and inefficient infrastructure system impedes production and economic growth. Manufacturers need increased public and private infrastructure funding, an interstate system focused on moving goods to market, investments in ports and inland waterways to keep commerce moving, and modern information and telecommunications infrastructure. 

Manufacturers appreciate swift action from Congress to continue vital federal highway and transit investments through July 31st. However, Congress must focus on passing a well-funded, multi-year surface transportation reauthorization to ensure our competitiveness domestically and worldwide. The NAM looks forward to working with Congress to find a long-term solution to this pressing issue. 

The NAM's Key Vote Advisory Committee has indicated that votes on H.R. 2353, including procedural motions, may be considered for designation as Key Manufacturing Votes in the 114th Congress. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,
[image: Image removed by sender.]
Aric Newhouse
Senior Vice President
Policy and Government Relations
National Association of Manufacturers
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