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The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable John A. Boehner
Majority Leader Speaker of the House

United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Harry M. Reid The Honorable Nancy P. Pelosi
Minority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator McConnell, Mr. Speaker, Senator Reid and Representative Pelosi,

I am writing on behalf of the members of the Fraternal Order of Police to advise you of our
strong opposition to any amendment or piece of legislation that would penalize law enforcement
agencies by withholding Federal funding or resources from law enforcement assistance programs
in an effort to coerce a policy change in so-called “sanctuary cities.” This is not meant to be
construed as a position on “sanctuary cities,” but rather on the use of Federal programs as an
enforcement mechanism.

Local police departments answer to local civilian government and it is the local government
which enacts statutes and ordinances in their communities. Law enforcement officers have no
more say in these matters than any other citizen and, with laws like the Hatch Act in place, it can
be argued they have less. Law enforcement officers do not get to pick and choose which laws to
enforce and must carry out lawful orders at the direction of their commanders and the civilian
government that employs them. It is wrong and a gross unfairness to punish these brave men and
women, or the citizens they serve, because Congress disagrees with their enforcement priorities
with respect to our nation’s immigration laws.

The FOP believes very strongly that local police departments should at all times endeavor to
cooperate with their Federal law enforcement colleagues but they also must follow the laws and
policies of the government that employs them. It is critical to public safety and national security
that local, State, Federal and tribal law enforcement work together and rely on the expertise and
resources that each agency brings to the mission. This cannot be achieved if the Federal
government is reducing the resources available to local law enforcement nor will it aid in
cooperative efforts to address threats to public safety.
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For these reasons, the FOP will vigorously oppose any amendment, bill or other legislative effort
which would reduce or withhold funding or resources from any Federal program for local and
State law enforcement. If Congress wishes to effect policy changes in these cities, it must find
another way to do so.

On behalf of the more than 330,000 members of the Fraternal Order of Police, I want to thank
you for your consideration of our view on this issue. Please feel free to contact me or Executive
Director Jim Pasco in my Washington office if I can be of any further assistance.
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National President



