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October 27, 2015
Dear Senator/Representative:

Easter Seals is encouraged by the framework presented in the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015 (BBA). This compromise is designed to restore order to the federal budget and appropriations process, and will allow for much needed investments in people with disabilities. A functioning, effective federal government is critical to people with disabilities who disproportionately rely on government services to live, learn and work in their communities. 
We commend the negotiators for reaching a deal that provides partial relief from sequestration and raises the budget caps for discretionary programs in Fiscal Years 2016 and 2017 and provides welcome stability.  The bill provides certainty for FY 2016 and FY 2017 and paves the way for passage of appropriations bills through regular order.  This agreement is a marked improvement over the current practice of continuing resolutions and across-the-board cuts.  Once regular order has been restored, we ask Congress and the Administration to work together to find permanent relief from sequestration and to prioritize funding for federal programs supporting people with disabilities and older adults.
We do have some concerns. While the agreement protects the beneficiaries of the Social Security Disability Insurance program, these protections extends only through 2022.  We have reservations about the implementation of several of the other SSDI policy changes. Our concerns lie in the potential negative consequences for people with disabilities who have met their obligations but who must also rely on inadequate information systems or third party partners as well as the ongoing lack of staff capacity at the Social Security Administration in order to access their earned benefit. 

Thank you for considering our views.  
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Katherine Beh Neas

Executive Vice President, Public Affairs
